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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this appUcation, all further correspondence regarding this appUcation 
should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitied to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Guyot et al. 
(US 2006/0046699 Al). 

Regarding claims 1, 7, Guyot et al. teaches a method of transmitting a message to at least 
one group of users selected from a population of users, said method comprising: a) assigning to 
each member of the one group a common characteristic (e.g., group number - paragraph [0052]); 
b) collecting from each member of the population an address (e.g., member phone number) to 
which the message may be sent; c) providing a selected message (e.g., SMS); d) selecting the 
common characteristic (e.g., group number - paragraph [0052]); e) determining each user of the 
group with the selected common characteristic (e.g., the server sends an SMS containing group 
and phone number to every member of the group - see paragraph [0052]); and f) transmitting the 
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selected message to each member (e.g., every group member receives an SMS/WAP - paragraph 
[0053]) of the group with the selected characteristic. 

Regarding claim 8, Guyot et al. teaches the apparatus for transmitting a message as 
claimed in claim 7, wherein said apparatus comprises a plurality of user terminals, each of said 
plurality of terminals facilitate a corresponding user to select the common characteristic of the 
group to which the users belong (see paragraph [0055]). 

Regarding claim 9, Guyot et al. teaches the apparatus for transmitting a message as 
claimed in claim 8, where each of said plurality of user terminals is connected by the Internet to 
said programmed server (see paragraphs [0015], [0047]). 

Regarding claim 10, Guyot et al. teaches the apparatus for transmitting a message as 
claimed in claim 8, where there is further included a message communication system for 
transmitting messages to one of said terminals of the user (see paragraph [0052]). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Guyot et al. in 



view of Hansson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,400,942). 
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Regarding claim 2, Guyot et al. teaches the method of transmitting as claimed in claim 1, 
except that the common characteristic is a region to which the user is associated. The preceding 
limitation is taught in Hansson et al. (see abstract and column 2, lines 59-67). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply the teaching 
of Hansson et al. to the teaching of Guyot et al. to enable BC-SMS messages to be implemented 
in an orderly and a efficient manner within a cellular radio communication system. 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of Guyot et al. in view of Hansson et al. teaches the 
method of transmitting as claimed in claim 2 except wherein the region includes at least one zip 
code. However, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice having the region 
including at least one zip code since it appears the invention would perform equally well with the 
region including at least one zip code. 

6. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Guyot et al. in 
view of Himmel et al. (US 2003/0140091 Al). 

Regarding claim 4, Guyot et al. teaches the method of transmitting as claimed in claim 1 , 
except wherein the method is implemented over the Internet, and said step of collecting an 
address comprises the step of programming a server to download over the intemet a screen 
prompting each user to input its address to where the message may be sent. The preceding 
limitation is taught in Himmel et al. (see abstract and paragraph [0040]). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply the teaching 
of Himmel et al. to the teaching of Guyot et al. to provide a method for capturing a telephone 
number record from a Web site. 
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Regarding claim 5, the combination of Guyot et al. in view of Himmel et al. teaches the 
method of transmitting as claimed in claim 4, wherein the address is saved in a database (e.g., 
telephone directory 17 - see Himmel et al.: paragraph [0040]). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Guyot et al. in view of Himmel et al. teaches the 
method of transmitting as claimed in claim 5, wherein said step of transmitting captures the 
stored address and inserts it into the message whereby the message is sent to each user of the 
group with the conmion characteristic (e.g., a list of names or nick names of the members of the 
group are shown and the application server sends an SMS or pushes the group and phone number 
through WAP - see Guyot et al.: paragraph [0053]). 

7. Claims 1 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Guyot et al. 
in view of Sivakumar (US 2002/0052194 Al). 

Regarding claim 11, Guyot et al. teaches apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed 
in claim 10 except wherein said message communicating system transmits messages in the form 
of a text message to a portable text message receiving device. The preceding limitation is taught 
in Sivakumar (see abstract and paragraphs [0004], [0013]). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply the teaching of Sivakumar to 
the teaching of Guyot et al. to improve system by means of which a user may be provided with 
messages indicating an event via his portable communication device. 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of Guyot et al. in view of Sivakumar teaches the 
apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed in claim 11, wherein said portable message text 
message receiving device is selected from a group conqDrising, a portable personal computer, a 
workstation and a portable digital assistant (see Guyot et al.: paragraph [0034] and figure 4). 
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Regarding claim 13, the combination of Guyot et al. in view of Sivakumar teaches the 
apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed in claim 12, wherein there is further included an 
internet service provider which is connected to the internet to transmit messages from said server 
via said internet and said intemet service provider to one of said portable message text receiving 
devices (see Guyot et al: paragraph [0047]). 

8. Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Guyot et al. 
in view of Angle et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,366,771). 

Regarding claim 14, Guyot et al. teaches the apparatus for transmitting a message as 
claimed in claim 10 except wherein said message transmitting system transmits messages in the 
form of an audio message to a portable audio message receiving device. However, the preceding 
limitation is taught in Angle et al. (see column 18, lines 5-9). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply the teaching of Angle et al. to 
the teaching of Guyot et al. to permit voice communication over the same network links utilized 
for data communications. 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Guyot et al. in view of Angle et al. teaches 
Apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed in claim 14, wherein there is further included a 
telecommunications provider which is connected to the internet to transmit messages from said 
server via said Internet and said telecommunication provider of said portable audio message 
receiving devices (see Guyot et al: paragraph [0047]). 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Burgess (US 2002/0128033 Al) teaches communications control method and 
apparatus. 

Crockett et al. (US 2003/0153343 Al) teaches communication device for initiating a 
group call in a group communication network. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7845. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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